
Kuno Tablets Now More User Friendly 
By Lizzy Doyle and Steven Valdez 

The Pirate Tribune 

the Kunos before distrib-

uting them this school 

year. The devices now 

connect to the Wi-fi eve-

ry time the devices are 

turned on whereas, last 

year, the majority of the 

time they would not con-

nect unless students did so manually. Teachers at the 

high school had also made it clear that they wanted 

students to use the Kunos to check their grades on 

Infinite Campus, as well, rather than asking to view 

grades off of the teacher computers, so the connectiv-

ity improvements should have solved that issue. With 

the new improvements, students report having no 

trouble checking their grades daily. That still left the 

CurriculumLoft/Haddock compatibility issue, though, 

so, this year, the district opted out of renewing its 

CurriculumLoft subscription, bringing the devices up 

to par in terms of functionality.  MVSD students have 

benefitted from these new improvements greatly, 

even as the November 30th one-to-one device dead-

line approaches. Mr. Wiedeman sent out a letter the 

last week of October explaining to students and their 

families that students must either choose to use the 

district-provided Kuno (filling out the required forms 

and paying the nominal annual fee) or bring their own 

device by the deadline. As of November 5th, Mr. 

Wiedeman reported that 70% of students had either 

arranged to use the Kuno or registered their personal 

devices with the school district. Alexis Gonzales, jun-

ior, reports that, though she hasn’t used her Kuno that 

much this year, she thinks that the Kunos are much 

better than last year. Oscar Retana, senior, on the oth-

er hand, said that there always seemed to be problems 

with the Kunos last year, so he chose to use his own 

personal laptop this year. 

       CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

Last year the Monte Vista School District 

invested $528,000 in Kuno tablets. After about a 

month of having these tablets students and staff alike 

thought that spending so much money on these semi-

functional devices had been a major mistake. District 

tech staff thought the problems stemmed from the 

fact that the company who had provided the district 

with these devices delivered tablets with two differ-

ent software programs – KitKat and Lollipop- but 

soon realized the real problem was the addition of 

CurriculumLoft 

and Haddock 

software. The 

district had paid 

for these pro-

grams to en-

hance the stu-

dents’ learning 

experiences on 

the tablets, but 

the addition re-

sulted in major 

dysfunctions. 

The software 

was supposed to 

give teachers 

administrative 

permission to the 

devices of the 

students who 

were in their classes, which would enable them to 

assign tasks directly to the students’ devices, but, of 

course, this vision wasn’t fully realized last year be-

cause the software addition made the Kunos dys-

functional. 

Because of student, staff and parent/guardian 

concerns regarding the Kunos’ functionality, the dis-

trict made lots of improvements to the software on 
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Freshman Jesse Anderson studies his Kuno intently 

while relaxing in the downstairs learning pod. 
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18 Cars Vandalized in Alamosa 
By Chris Villagomez 
  

 Between Sunday and Mon-

day, October 1st and 2nd, still un-

known perpetrators threw rocks 

through 18 car windows. No items 

were reported as stolen in any of 

the situations, Alamosa Police re-

ported.  Police say they have no 

leads on who was involved. Police 

Chief Duane Oakes shared his 

thoughts on the situation stating, 

“These are challenging crimes to 

solve, because unless they are 

caught on video, or somebody wit-

nessed it, we don’t have much evi-

dence to go off of.” This all took 

place just a week after eight win-

dows were shot out with a BB 

gun, also in the Alamosa area. Po-

lice don’t know as of now if the 

two crimes are related.  

 Oakes stated, “Maybe they 

ran out of BBs. It’s hard to tell 

what motivates a crime like this. 

Bored kids, probably. You’ve got 

to be awful bored to go around 

and maliciously break people’s 

property.” Oakes says they have 

little evidence from the incidents 

and that “it’s not like CSI. It’s 

hard getting fingerprints off of 

rocks.” Anyone who has any in-

formation about these crimes can 

call Crime Stoppers Anonymously 

at 719-589-2448. 

Robbery-Shooting Leads to Multiple Arrests 
By Pirate Tribune Staff 
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 Five people were arrested 

shortly after midnight on Monday 

morning, November 2nd, at 12:13 

am. After responding to notifica-

tion of a shooting at 610 Morton 

Street, the investigating police of-

ficers discovered that four people 

had entered the home with the in-

tent to steal drugs located in the 

residence, according to Monte 

Vista Police Chief James Grayson. 

During the incident one of the oc-

cupants of the house was forced to 

the ground and was shot in the 

head with an air pistol. He was lat-

er treated at the scene for minor 

injuries and was released. Another 

shot was also fired from the air 

pistol at another occupant. 

Police officers later located 

the suspects involved in the inci-

dent at 405 Ray Street and placed 

five individuals into custody: 

Luis Vasquez, 25, Center; 

Devin Montoya, 36, Monte Vista; 

Michael Garcia, 40, Pueblo; and 

William Quirova, 34, Monte Vista 

were all charged with aggravated 

robbery, first degree burglary, as-

sault in the second degree, menac-

ing, conspiracy, criminal attempt, 

and contributing to the delinquen-

cy of a minor. 

 An unnamed juvenile, 16, 

of Monte Vista, was also charged 

with aggravated robbery, first de-

gree burglary, assault in the second 

degree, menacing, conspiracy, and 

criminal attempt.  

Crime Report: Wal-Mart a Hot Spot for Disorderly Conduct 
By Chris Villagomez 

  During the period from Oc-

tober 22nd through the 29th, 26 

occurrences took place leading to 

citations, 13 of which were minor 

driving infractions. Five of those 

cases involved older drivers from 

ages 64 to 83 and included such 

instances as failure to stop at a 

stop sign, following too closely, 

unsafe backing of a vehicle, and 

failure to show compulsory insur-

ance. 

Three other occurrences 

took place at Wal-Mart, but were 

committed by three different peo-

ple. On the 28th, David Flores, 39, 

was cited on charges of theft, $100

-$500. That same day, Julian    

Salazar, 19, was cited on a charge 

of disturbing the peace/disorderly 

conduct at Wal-Mart. He had been 

charged with disorderly conduct 

the day prior, as well, at 1301 

Main Street. On October 26th, 

Sahra Gallegos had also been cited 

on a charge of disturbing the 

peace/disorderly conduct at Wal-

Mart. 

On the 29th, Victor       

Galvan, 28, was cited on a charge 

of criminal mischief/injury to 

property at 300 Hunt Ave. 

The last three incidents re-

ported by the Valley Courier were 

drug related offenses: On the 25th, 

Vanessa Valdez, 27, was cited on 

charges of unlawful possession of 

a schedule one narcotic and pos-

session of drug paraphernalia at 

1301 Main Street. The next day, 

Pedro Maestas-Salazar Jr., 27, was 

cited on charges of unlawful pos-

session of a controlled substance at 

1425 Ross Ave. Also that day 

Sean Faustrum, 29, was cited on a 

charge of possession of drug para-

phernalia at 918 State Ave.   



 As the ballot information booklet Colorado 

voters received explains, in Proposition BB, “the 

state is asking to retain and spend $66.1 million ra-

ther than refund it to taxpayers.” 

 The summary and analysis section of the 

booklet went on to explain that the Colorado Con-

stitution requires voters to approve new taxes and to 

receive estimates in the ballot information booklet 

prior to voting. Currently, the state revenue is sub-

ject to the state's constitutional spending  limit and 

revenue from the new taxes. If voters approve a 

new tax and either estimate is exceeded, the state 

must refund the amount of revenue collected 

from  new taxes. The state legislature can ask voters 

for permission to keep or spend the refunds. The 

rules to the refund requirement apply only in the 

first state budget year for tax collection. 

 In thinking about Proposition BB, voters 

had more to consider than state spending and tax 

revenue limits: First off, in 2012, voters approved 

Amendment 64, which legalized the sale and use of 

non-medical marijuana to those 21 years of age and 

older. In 2013, voters also approved Proposition 

AA, which authorizes taxes and sale taxes on retail 

marijuana. State revenue for budget year 2014-15 

was higher than estimated in the Proposition AA 

Blue Book, though, while retail marijuana tax reve-

nue was a bit lower than the estimate of $12.08 bil-

lion in taxes. 

 The state legislature passed House Bill 15-

1367 (Proposition BB), which would ask voters 

whether  the state should keep or spend revenue 

collected in case of an estimate provided for P rop-

osition AA. If voters voted “yes”, $40 million was 

supposed to be spent on school construction, and 

$12 million on other state programs. The remainder 

of the excess revenue had not yet been allocated 

because the actual amount of excess was unknown 

when House Bill 15-1367 passed. On the other 

hand, if voters voted “no”, $25 million would be 

refunded to Colorado residents who file a 2015 

state income tax return, $24 million would be re-

funded directly to retail marijuana cultivators, and 

$17.1 million would be refunded to retail marijuana 

purchasers through a temporary reduction in the retail 

marijuana sales tax rates. Additionally, if Prop BB 

failed, beginning January 1, 2016, it was estimated that 

local governments that permit retail marijuana sales 

would receive $6.3 million less from the state. 

There were compelling arguments on both 

sides. An argument for its passage is that Coloradans 

voted to legalize and tax retail marijuana with the ex-

pectation that doing so would harness revenue from a 

hidden economy for the good of the state. An approxi-

mate “$66.1 million in excess tax revenue would boost 

school construction and address the effect of marijuana 

legalization on communities and children.” 

 On the other hand, though, voters might have 

perceived Prop BB as a temporary tax increase. The 

rules eliminate a tax refund required by the Colorado 

Constitution. The state’s economy generated more rev-

enue than forecast when Proposition AA passed, which 

could have been used to fund the programs identified in 

the measure. Taxpayers are being asked to give up this 

refund to pay for program expenditures that were not 

prioritized in the state budget. 

Estimate of Fiscal Impact; House Bill 15-1367 speci-

fies changes to state law that take effect upon the pas-

sage or failure of Proposition BB. 

Fiscal impact if Proposition BB passes. If Prop-

osition BB passes, the state will not be required to re-

fund $66.1 million to taxpayers.” Spending on state and 

local programs in state budget year 2015-16 will in-

crease by $52.0 million, including $40.0 million for 

public school capital construction projects and $12.0 

million for the education, health care, and public safety 

programs listed previously”.” The remaining $14.1 mil-

lion is not yet allocated within the state budget”. 

“Fiscal impact if Proposition BB fails. If Proposition 

BB fails, the state will need to refund $66.1 million in 

state budget year 2015-16.when refunds to:” $25.0 mil-

lion, average of $8 per taxpayer, will be available as a 

refund to all year around resident taxpayers on 2015 

state income tax forms”; ”$24.0 million will be refund-

ed to retail marijuana cultivators;” and” $17.1 million 

will be refunded in a temporary reduction in the retail 

marijuana sales tax rate from 10.0 percent to 0.1 per-

cent effective January 1, 2016. The rate of reduction 

will continue until taxes are reduced by $17.1 mil-

lion”.” Local government share of retail marijuana 

sales tax revenue will be cut from 15.0 percent to 7.5 

percent until the local government share is reduced by 

$6.3 million, the amount that local governments re-

ceived in state budget year 2014-15”. 

Proposition BB Asked Voters to Consider Retaining Excess Marijuana Taxes  
By Andres Fuentes 
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Lady Pirates Give Their All in Pre-Season Tournament Opening Game 
By Austin Brown and Tyler Vigil 
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Lady Pirates, scoring again. Like 
the other games, it was very in-
tense. Late in the game, senior 
Faith Pacheco scored, bringing the 
score to 16-21, Sangre. After a few 
passes, senior Terrise Sanchez 
scored, making the score 18-24, 

Sangre. The final score 
was 18-25, Thunderbirds.  
 The Lady Pirates 
gave their all in this tour-
nament, even though they 
lost to Sangre De Cristo 
and Centauri. However, 
they did walk out with a 
win against the Center Vi-
kings. A member of the 
Monte Vista Volleyball 
team, thinking of the out-
come of the tournament 
overall, said “[We] 
could’ve done better, and 
[we] almost had it.” Prior 
to the tournament, senior 

Payton Cooper explained that they 
needed to “play as a team, work 
hard and be focused.” Senior Ab-
bey Sanchez echoed her senti-
ments: “Play hard, play together, 
start a season off with a win.” Jun-
ior Brianna Villagomez said they 
should “word hard, play as a team 
and win.” After the tournament, 
Payton Cooper noted, “We 
could’ve played better, needed to, 
and [we need to] all try not to 
make mental mistakes.” Jessica 
Brown explained that she felt 
“disappointed, [as] we could’ve 
done better.” Senior Lexi Wingert, 
embodied the positive attitude of 
the team, though, saying she’s 
“excited for the next game.” 

 On Saturday, September 
5th, the Monte Vista Lady Pirates 
volleyball team played in their 
opening tournament, with their 
opening game being against  
Sangre de Cristo. 
Game 1     
 Late in the first 
half the score was 13 to 
12. Then Sangre scored, 
tying the game, but then 
the Monte Pirates came 
back and scored, making 
the score 14 to 13. The 
game was a back to back 
game: The Lady Pirates 
scored again and then  
Jessica Brown (senior) 
served the ball for Monte 
and scored off her serve. 
She then served and 
scored again, making the 
game 20 to 20.  At that 
point, Sangre took a time 
out. After the time out, Samantha 
Bogle (senior) scored, but then 
Sangre started catching fire, scor-
ing three points, resulting in Monte 
Vista falling behind. The Lady Pi-
rates came back, though, and tied 
the game up at 24. Sangre scored 
right after, taking the lead. Faith 
Pacheco (senior) then scored. 
Right afterwards, Sangre scored, 
but Monte couldn’t, failing to get 
the ball over the net, making the 
score 27-25. Sangre took the win 
in game one. 
Game 2 
 The Thunderbirds came out 
strong, dropping four points on the 
Pirates. The Lady Pirates briefly 
stopped their run, but then Sangre 

scored two extra points. Monte 
volleyed back, bringing the score 
to 3-6, Sangre. Monte served the 
ball and Sangre scored off the 
serve. After the Thunderbirds 
served the ball and scored, the La-
dy Pirates finally scored, bringing 

the game to 5-10, Sangre. Then 
Monte scored again before Sangre 
hit the ball out of bounds. The 
Thunderbirds scored after that mis-
hap, and then the game became a 
back to back game. In round two 
of the battle, Jessica Brown scored 
and, with the help of her team-
mates, the Lady Pirates fought 
their way back into the competi-
tion, bringing the score to 14-18. 
Monte was on the comeback, but 
Sangre was still on top. The final 
score was 25-17, with Sangre tak-
ing the win. 
Game 3 
 The game started off at 1-1, 
but Sangre quickly made the score 
2-1. Sangre then hit the ball to the 

Sports News 

Monte Vista Lady Pirates Junior Varsity Volleyball team squares off against Center. 

Photo by Briana Garcia 



Monte Vista Boys Golf Team Went in Swinging 
By Tyina Pacheco 

high hopes going into the game: 
 For example, Coach  
Mansel Wasinger said the players 
were “excited to play [because 
they had] worked hard all summer 
and were there to measure them-
selves against [the Eagles].” 
     J.J. Duran said he was 
“confident, excited, and ready to 
play.” Garcia said he was “looking 
forward to the opportunity and ea-
ger to show the state what we’ve 
got!” Senior Michael Valdez was 
also “excited, ready and pretty 
nervous...and ready to show 1A 
football what we’ve got,” which 
Lopez reiterated. Senior Allan 
Ochoa said they had “worked hard 
all summer [and are] ready to 
show the state what Monte`s got!” 
 Sadly the Pirates’ hopes 
were not realized, so after the 
game, Coach Wasinger explained 
that they “played well enough. If 
we would have eliminated mis-
takes we could have beaten them.” 
Garcia felt they could have done 
better and fixed their mistakes. He 
said he “felt distraught.” Duran 
elaborated, saying “we have a lot 
of room for improvement if we 
want to reach our goals.” 

 On Friday, September 9th, 
2015, the Monte Vista Pirates fell 
to the Paonia Eagles, 7-21. It start-
ed off well, though: In the first 
quarter  the Pirates had a good 
opening drive all the way to the 5 
yard line, where the  Eagles inter-
cepted the ball. The Eagles then 
turned the ball over on fourth 
down and the Pirates gained a first 
down off a quarterback keep from 
Monte Vista`s Keshuan  Duran 
(junior). After a few downs the 
Pirates punted the ball, and the 
Paonia Eagles’  punt returner re-
turned the 45 yard punt. The Ea-
gles still faced a tough Monte 
Vista defense, though, thanks to 
senior Jose Lopez`s multiple tack-
les in the first half. Then, close to 
the end of the first half, Keshuan 
Duran intercepted the ball, and ran 
it for the touchdown. Right after 
the touchdown an Eagle connected 
deep for a 30 yard pass, but he was 
brought down by J.J. Duran. A 
play later the Eagles ran it in for a 
15 yard touchdown. 
 In the second half of the 
game, the Pirates kicked the ball 
off to the Eagles. Paonia had a 20 
yard return before getting brought 

down by senior Daniel Aguilera. 
After the tackle, the Eagles played 
up the field and failed to score. 
The Pirates regained the ball and 
on the second down Presley Garcia 
ran for a first down. Needless to 
say, it was a pretty played out 
quarter until the Eagles started to 
pick up the pace. After a 10 yard 
run, they brought the score to 21-7. 
In the fourth the Pirates played 
hard but they couldn't come back. 
 The loss was very disap-
pointing because the Pirates had 

ture of the game, sophomore 
Derek Medina explained, “Golf is 
an individual sport”. At each tour-
nament, he and his teammates 
would be split into groups of  3-4 
players, who would play 18 holes. 
When asked about the season,  
Medina responded, “It was disap-
pointing. We were bad as a team 
but we were also a young team. 
But we will do better next year.” 

The basic goal while play-
ing golf is to get the lowest score. 
Unlike many other sports played, 
where players want to get the high-
est score, golf is the opposite. Each 
time a golfer hits the golf ball it 
counts as a point. Then the goal is 
to get the ball in the hole with the 
least amount of hits. One must be a 
good golfer to get a “hole in one”. 
Concerning Monte Vista’s boys 
golf team, Mr. Jones, MVHS’ ath-

letic director, stated, “The team 
did pretty well this year. They 
were a young group that went 
along well as the season went on.” 
The team was composed of MVHS 
students Hunter Hindes, Tristen 
Holder, Derek Medina, Enrique 
Ortiz and Anfernee Romero, and 
Sargent students Byron Hennigh 
and Tucker Jones. They were 
coached by Greg Hindes and Mark 
Jones. When asked about the na-
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Monte Vista Pirates Fall to Paonia Eagles, Motivating Players to Keep Improving  
By Austin Brown and Tyler Vigil 

Football players observe from the sidelines as their 

teammates ready themselves for the next play. 

Photo by Violet Swope 



Seniors Reflect on their last Homecoming at Monte Vista HS 
By Tyler Vigil 

Anahi Arroyo: It was fun and it 

was bittersweet because it was my 

last Homecoming. 

 Even though this was the 

seniors’ last Homecoming  they all 

had a blast and it truly did meet 

their expectations. Now the seniors 

have to say farewell to Homecom-

ing and look forward to the next 

big event. 

 This is a very important 

year for all seniors, especially be-

cause this will be the last year they 

get to go to Homecoming. Need-

less to say, they had some plans: 

Samantha Bogle: To have fun—I 

hope everyone else has fun and [is] 

safe. 

Presley Garcia: Ain't worried 

about Homecoming, only football. 

Anahi Arroyo: I expect football 

and volleyball to win—all the sen-

iors have to be there, [so it] should 

be fun! 

 After the excitement, the 

seniors had even more thoughts: 

Samantha Bogle: It was wonder-

ful! 

Presley Garcia : It was fun, excit-

ing and I enjoyed every minute! 

MVHS Homecoming 2015: Freshmen Expectations vs. Impressions 
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Expectations 
By Arianna Rangel 

 Homecoming, the night teens have fantasized 

about since they were kids, complete with a beautiful, 

sparkly dress and a perfectly fit tux. Most dream of 

dancing the night away, staring deeply into their date’s 

eyes, all but a few unusual souls. For example, Ariana 

Medina stated, “I would much rather 

spend my Saturday night [at home] than 

go to Homecoming.”  I guess not all girls 

like to get glammed up and stress about 

finding the “perfect” date. On a more 

enthusiastic note,  

Sebastian Boyer expects a whole differ-

ent scenario: “Lots of singing, dancing 

and lovey couples, like High School Mu-

sical,” explained Boyer, who couldn’t be 

more excited to show everyone his new 

“moves”. Similarly, Tammy Vigil ex-

pected Homecoming to be just an overall 

great time, though she also stated that 

there would probably be a lot of drama, 

considering it is high school, and men-

tioned she was “just generally excited to 

be involved with everything”. Steven 

Martinez’s expectations were a little more out of the 

water. When asked about the dance, Martinez seemed 

more excited about the after party than homecoming 

itself; he imagined it being a huge Project X type of 

“partay”. He’ll likely have to keep dreaming, but in con-

sidering these four perspectives, you might ask which 

expectation best fits yours. 

Impressions 
By Arianna Rangel and Violet Swope 

 All the excitement and nerves have come to yet 

another end. Many freshmen, such as Ariana Medina, 

said even though they didn't attend this year's gathering 

it was still a great weekend. Medina said she was happy 

to see all the pictures and Snapchat 

stories of her friends all dolled up. Se-

bastian Boyer, who participated, said 

he had such a blast that he “wished it 

lasted longer”. At the dance, Steven 

Martinez “boogied” his little heart out; 

he also stated that things did not go 

exactly as planned, but in a good 

way.   

 Even though the freshmen lost 

the class competitions, the enthusiasm 

of the freshmen for Homecoming 

Week and the dance was beyond opti-

mistic! Concerning the class competi-

tions, Angelo Rodriguez stated that 

they were “better than expected” and 

that they were “competitive”. Similarly, 

Zach Hindes claimed the week was “pretty fun” and 

“exciting”. Chris Lopez even described it as “sick with 

seven eyes”. However, a lot of freshmen believed the 

class should have worked harder on the float and prac-

ticed more on the silly song—hopefully we can pull it 

together by next year and win it! 

Freshman banner committee members pose 

with their banner. 

Photo by Jessica Castillo Gallegos 



MVHS’ Homecoming Week’s Pixar Theme an “Animated” Success  

By Jessica Castillo Gallegos, Andres Fuentes and Matt Martinez  

Tyesha Keever 
Alexis Gonzales 
Brianna Villagomez 
Alyscia Arellano.  
 
Senior attendants: 
J.J. Duran 
Presley Garcia 
Michael Valdez 
Anfernee Romero 
 
Victoria Jaramillo 
Nohemi Lopez 
Faith Pacheco 
Payton Cooper 
 
Homecoming Kings and Queens: 
Presley Garcia 
Cesar Alonso Majalca 
 
Nohemi Lopez 
Brittany Leann Martinez 
Andromeda Andrea Espinoza 

 Coronation is the time for 
the community to recognize the 
Homecoming attendants and 
crown the new Homecoming king 
and queen. Coronation took place 
Monday, September 21st, at 7 p.m. 
in Central Auditorium in Monte 
Vista. Student Council’s corona-
tion committee, which consisted of 
Cortnie Hunter, Noel Heredia and 
Maria Flores, organized the event. 
Blue, white and silver were the 
colors used for coronation and the 
Homecoming dance, and the 
theme for Homecoming Week was 
Disney Pixar films. Math teacher 
Mr. Randolph was the announcer 
for coronation and the previous 
Homecoming queen, Shelby Hin-
des, crowned the new royalty. The 
rules for attendants and royalty 
participating in the ceremony are 
very simple: If you are a no-show, 
you become ineligible to be a 
Homecoming attendant for the rest 
of your high school years. Under-
classmen can only be an attendant 
one time, but everyone is eligible 
again for senior year. 

Royalty appear in bold. 
 
Freshman attendants: 
Parker Randolph 
Angelo Rodriguez 
Dante Martinez 
David Mascareñas 
 
Molly Nehring 
Amber Michel 
Ceri Gonzales 
Hannah Jones 
 
Sophomore attendants: 
Derek Medina 
Christopher Villagomez 
Hunter Hindes 
Stephen Clutter 
 
Lanaya Cleghorn 
Kaitlynn Porter 
Genesis Savala 
Alexis Lovato 
 
Junior attendants: 
Ryan Marquez 
Keshaun Duran,  
Maclen Dominguez 
Noel Heredia 

 Homecoming 2015 kicked off with hall dec-
orating Monday, September 21st, after school. Each 
class was responsible for decorating their 
portion of the academic wing in prepara-
tion for judging the following morning. 
 On Tuesday afternoon the class 
competition became more intense as stu-
dents squared off in peach fuzz volley-
ball. In the first game, the seniors 
trounced the sophomores 25-19. Then the 
juniors beat the freshmen 25-19. In the 
consolation game, the sophomores tri-
umphed over the freshmen, 25-17, and in 
the final showdown, the seniors beat the 
juniors 25-18. Ms. Harvey, Mr. Woodke 
and Mr. Randolph officiated and Presley 
Garcia announced the proceedings. 

Coronation Recognizes Homecoming Attendants and Royalty at Central Auditorium  
By Tyina Pacheco 
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 The friendly competition continued Wednesday 

afternoon with banner and silly song presentations and 

the intense Mini-Olympics showdown. That 

evening, the sophomores and seniors were 

victorious in powder puff football. On 

Thursday, green and gold day, the classes 

put aside their competitive differences as 

they transferred their hall decorations to their 

floats in order to parade through the streets 

of Monte Vista prior to returning to the high 

school for a short pep rally, after which Mr. 

Wiedeman, selected by student and staff 

donations, kissed a pig provided by Cortnie 

Hunter. The spirited week culminated in 

the Pirates’ win over Pagosa, followed by 

the dance Saturday night. 

Junior attendant Alyscia Arellano 

and Danielle Chacon work on the 

class banner. 

Photo by Jessica Castillo Gallegos 

Matt Martinez poses with his 

prospective date, Brooke Cisneros. 

Source: Matt Martinez 



AP English Classes Encounter August: Osage County at CRT 
By Kathy Duran 
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one leaves Violet, who ends up 
crying to Johnna, whom she didn’t 
like from the start. 
 Steven Valdez, AP Lan-
guage student, said, “The play was 
a marvelous production; it was 
very dramatic and full of energy. 
My favorite scene was when Vio-
let and her daughter Barbara had a 
fight, and [then the family] took all 
of the mother’s drugs away. Given 
the opportunity I would watch the 
play again. Overall, I would give 
the play 9 out of 10 stars.” 
 Bryant Chacon, AP Litera-
ture student, concurred, saying, 
“The play was funny, and worth 
going to. My favorite scene was 
when the whole family was at the 
kitchen table talking about the fu-
neral and their lives. Given the op-
portunity I would watch the play 
again.” 

 On September 16, 2015, 
the AP Language and AP Litera-
ture classes went to the Creede 
Repertory Theatre to watch  
August: Osage County, written by 
Tracy Letts. The cast even includ-
ed a student from Sargent High 
School, Wren Green. Many of the 
themes of this crazy play are relat-
able to the audience. The action of 
the play centers around a broken 
family returning to a house filled 
with many secrets and lies, like 
any ordinary home.  
 Beverly Weston, the father, 
sets the action in motion by hiring 
a Native American woman named 
Johnna Monevata to take care of 
his wife, Violet Weston, who has 
mouth cancer and a prescription 
pill addiction. Beverly then goes 
missing, and his three daughters, 
Ivy and Karen Weston, and  
Barbara Fordham, and Violet’s 

sister,  Mattie Fae Aiken, come to 
the home to support Violet. Bever-
ly  is later found dead near his boat 
off the shore of a lake. The sus-
pected cause of death: suicide. 
Many secrets come out as the fam-
ily deals with this tragedy: Incest 
between Ivy and her “cousin”,     
little Charles, who turns out to be 
her half brother, Violet being 

hooked on prescription drugs, and 
Karen’s fiancé hitting on a 14-year
-old girl who is his soon to be 
niece. The revealing of the secrets 
holds the audience’s attention until 
the very chilling end when every-

great and awesome show so far. 
I’m nervous because I’m nervous 
for everything, but I think we’re 
going to impress a lot of people 
and show them that we still have a 
lot of pride and a lot of talent in 
our program.” Garcia, who student 
taught in the band program last 
year, is still keeping it profession-
al, even whilst wearing awesome 
bow ties. 

 The Monte Vista High 
School marching band has been 
working hard this year, having 
started fresh with the new band 
director Joshua Garcia. They 
worked hard this summer, practic-
ing and preparing for the Stam-
pede Parade. It was very success-
ful, thanks to a rendition of Taylor 
Swift’s hit song “Shake It Off”. 
The band then participated in a 
two-day summer band pre-season 
camp, kicking off the new march-
ing season. A lot of people came 
out to help Mr. Garcia pull this off, 
including students from CSU-Fort 
Collins, and the Adams State Uni-
versity Band director.  
 Now they band is preparing 

for state marching band competi-
tion, which will be held in Pueblo. 
Concerning his work with the band 
this year, Garcia said, “It’s really 
awesome. I love working with the 
students and getting to try some-
thing new, kind of take a new ap-
proach to things. It’s been really 
exciting and tough because I have 
really high expectations, so I’m 
always constantly pushing every-
body, [but] a lot of people have 
been really meeting my expecta-
tions.” He continued to say that 
it’s great, but he’s really tired be-
cause of how much time and effort 
he has been putting in. Neverthe-
less, he feels optimistic about com-
petition: “We put together a really 

Source: Creede Repertory Theatre website 

Monte Vista HS Band Marching Forward Under New Leadership 
By Kathy Duran 

Band director 

Joshua Garcia 

leads the 

marching 

band in the 

Stampede 

parade 

Source: Joshua 

Garcia 

 



Go On an Emotional Adventure with John Green’s Paper Towns 
By Violet Swope 
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"You will go to the Paper Towns and you will never come back."-John Green  

 

 In thinking back over all my summer reading, I felt that John Green’s 

book, Paper Towns, especially, really took me on an emotional adventure and 

led me to a more-so disappointing ending because of how invested I was in 

the characters. I also thought the imagery was very effective and was able to 

visualize the action. If the ending had gone more smoothly, this book would 

be one of John Green’s best books, in my opinion, but it looks like The Fault 

in Our Stars will stay #1. 

 According to 

pluggedin.com, Paper 

Towns is the story of a 

boy named Quentin Ja-

cobsen and the adventure 

he's drawn into by his 

childhood friend and se-

cret love Margo Roth 

Spiegelman. The story 

begins at Jefferson High 

in Orlando, Florida, and starts by introducing Quentin's 

good friends, Radar and Ben Starling, his fellow nerds. In 

contrast to Quentin, Margo is the most popular girl in 

school. Then suddenly one night Margo sneaks into 

Quentin's bedroom and asks him to help her execute an 

eleven-part plan, which largely involves taking revenge 

on her ex-boyfriend. Throughout the night, Quentin is 

exhilarated and his love for Margo is rejuvenated.  

After that night, Margo disappears, leaving 

Quentin to be the last to see her. However, Margo has left 

him a series of clues as to her location. Quentin gets to-

gether his nerdy squad and begins to search for Margo. 

When all leads seem to fail, Quentin begins to feel that he 

has made Margo into a "paper girl". The only way for 

Quentin to find Margo is for him to understand her, to 

understand who she really is. After excessive repetition of 

the phrase "Paper Towns", Quentin and his friends figure 

out where she is. Then Quentin, on the night of his high 

school graduation, goes on an 11-hour road trip to find 

Margo. Will he find her? Is she even real? Find out in 

John Green's Paper Towns. 

Copyright Dutton Books 

Comics courtesy of Jose Valdovinos 



 Diversity is a club here at 

Monte Vista High School composed 

of students aiming to raise the com-

munity’s awareness of the beauty of 

diversity in its many forms! We work 

to empower all of our members to 

know that they have something to 

contribute to our community with 

their voices and through service to 

others. We strive to be positive role 

models who appreciate and respect 

each other. We cherish and learn from 

the elderly and aim to teach the 

younger generation,  which exempli-

fies the crux of our moral code: treat 

all equally. Through conference 

workshops we have attended at  

Adams State University and Cherry 

Creek High School, we have come to 

 

Fall Rally Brings Together Key Clubbers from the San Luis Valley 
By Steven Valdez 

 On Saturday, September 26th, Monte 

Vista Senior High School student Steven Valdez 

hosted the annual Key Club fall rally for all the 

Key Clubbers in the San Luis Valley. Attendees 

hailed from Monte Vista, Center, and Moffat. It 

was a major success, what with multiple activi-

ties and officer training. Overall, the average en-

joyment rating of the members interviewed was a 

seven out of ten. Special thanks to John Nelson 

at the Monte Villa Hotel for allowing MVHS to 

use the main dining hall as a venue. 

Diversity Club, Under New Leadership, Off to a Strong Start 
By Colton Shawcroft 

“We work towards developing 

pride in ourselves and in our own 

background and culture. We 

also want and value people of 

different backgrounds and 

interests” 
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are willing to make a statement for 

what they believe in. 

 We work towards developing 

pride in ourselves and in our own 

background and culture. We also wel-

come and value people of different 

backgrounds and interests. We strive 

to celebrate the diversity in others and 

to teach tolerance.   

 We accept all newcomers and 

encourage you to join if you want 

your voice to be heard! Feel free to 

approach any of the officers or our 

sponsor for more information. You 

are also invited to come to any of our 

meetings, which are held every sec-

ond Tuesday of the month during 

lunch in Dr. Rodriguez’s room. 

realize that our differences will al-

ways circle us back to our most com-

mon bond - that of our humanity. 

 The purpose of Diversity 

Club is to celebrate all forms of diver-

sity. We believe that it doesn’t matter 

who you are, or what you believe in; 

you are still entitled to live a great life 

without being discriminated against, 

stereotyped, or judged. The goal of 

this club is to move people to under-

stand and accept everyone for who 

they are. This club is dedicated to uni-

versal respect, including, but not lim-

ited to, minorities, such as those of 

race, religion, gender identity, sexual 

orientation, mental or physical handi-

cap, nationality, appearance, and fi-

nancial status. We welcome all who 

Diversity Club Leadership, 2015-2016 

Sponsor: Dr. Enid Sepulveda Rodriguez 

President: Colton Shawcroft (Senior) 
Vice President: Kathy Duran (Senior) 

Secretary: Karina Rivera (Senior) 
Treasurer: Joel Solano (Senior) 

Key Club members from Monte Vista, Center and Moffat pose at the annual fall rally. 
Photo by Steven Valdez 



dent. 

Champ 
By Steven Valdez 

 Front runner GOP nominee Donald Trump has 

taken an interesting stance on immigration. Trump 

claimed at his presidential announcement speech June 

16th, 2015, that “when Mexico sends its people, they’re 

not sending their best, they’re not sending you, they’re 

sending people who have lots of problems…” 

 There are around 

11 million illegal immi-

grants in the United 

States. These immigrants 

may not be bad people, 

these people may be 

great human beings, but 

the fact is many of them 

are working illegally; 

they are taking jobs 

away from American 

citizens. I don’t feel 

Trump is racist, or has 

anything against the 

Mexican people. I think 

he empathizes for the 

eight million people still 

unemployed in America. 

I think he wants to see 

America be great again. 

 Mr. Trump may have a big voice in sharing his 

opinions but he has done so efficiently, and he has 

changed the course of the 2016 presidential election. If it 

weren’t for Mr. Trump, immigration may not have even 

been a talking point for any of the candidates, GOP or 

DNC. If Trump can get a wall built at no cost to the 

American people, I see no harm in that. If Trump can 

deport the millions of people who have disrespected 

America’s borders, then I fully support that, too. The 

odds of Trump sitting behind the desk in the oval office is 

significant; Trump is a great man who has had many ad-

mirable accomplishments and would make a great presi-

Chump 
By Kathy Duran and Karina Rivera 

There is something that needs to be done about 

illegal immigration, but we don’t think the way Donald 

Trump wants it done is the right way to go about it. CNN 

reported on August 18, 2015: “Trump wants to build a 

wall all across our southern border with Mexico...to those 

for whom fighting illegal immigration is a top priority, this 

might sound like a smart, 

common-sense plan. But 

this line of thinking ignores 

reality. The border is more 

secure than it has been in 

years.” An analysis this year 

by The Washington Post 

similarly found that illegal 

crossings along the Mexican 

border were at the lowest 

level in two decades. 

           Nevertheless, Trump 

wants to take all the immi-

grants that are already here 

and send them back to Mex-

ico, and then build a wall 

to keep future immigrants 

out. CNN reported on Au-

gust 12, 2015, that “Trump 

says his administration 

would force the Mexican government to pay for this wall. 

With all due respect, such an idea is laughable.” He also 

wants to force 11 million people to be removed from our 

country. Statements like that show how Trump has a lack 

of compassion. 62% of undocumented people have lived 

here in the United States for at least a decade and are some 

of the most productive people here. They come here and 

work harder than most of the Americans that were born 

here—they do the back breaking labor. Certainly, they 

should be documented, but Donald Trump’s plan isn’t 

compassionate or considerate of their needs—it’s just ig-

norant. 

Op-Ed: Donald Trump on Immigration—Champ or Chump? 

Page 11 Issue 1 

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump participates in the first Republican presi-
dential debate at the Quicken Loans Arena Thursday, August 6, 2015, in Cleveland.  
Photo by John Minchillo of the Associated Press  

“It takes a great deal of bravery to stand up to your enemies, but a great deal more to stand up to 

your friends.” 

J.K. Rowling (Dumbledore, Harry Potter) 



 You’ve probably heard, even before your fresh-

man year, that being a freshman is the worst. Honestly, I 

really enjoyed my freshman year, and, hopefully, if you 

take my advice, yours will be fabulous! I’ll begin by tell-

ing you the truth: some of the friends you’ve been friends 

with prior to high school may become distant, so go out 

and make new friends. Joining a club or sport is a great 

way to meet new people! Sign up for a lot of clubs; not 

only is that a way for you to get involved, but it also looks 

great when it comes time to apply for scholarships! 

Speaking of scholarships…that time is coming so much 

faster than you think, so work hard. Challenge yourself. 

Set a goal for the year and stick to it! Come into school 

every day with a positive attitude and you’ll do so much 

better. In the classroom, you have to remember teachers 

are there for YOU! 

Don’t be afraid to 

ask a question; 

most likely some-

one has the same 

one. Use your 

class time wisely 

and always do 

your homework; 

you’ll thank your-

self later on. If you 

slack off in your first year, it will be really hard to catch 

up later. Don’t forget: Your freshman year grades count 

towards your overall grade point average as much as your 

grades in later years, and you want that GPA to be high to 

better qualify you for college admissions. It is true that in 

high school you have many more freedoms than you did 

in middle school, but don’t take advantage of these free-

doms…they can be taken away from you so quickly. 

Skipping class is really not all that cool when you miss 

something really important that you’ll need to know later 

on. Participating in school activities, such as going to 

games (football, volleyball, etc.), attending school dances, 

and so on is very important. Show some spirit and support 

your fellow Pirates! Upperclassmen aren’t as scary and 

intimidating as they seem; they know what it’s like to be 

in your position, so feel free to ask them a question. Al-

ways remember that popularity is NOT everything. 

What’s most important is your happiness! Don’t forget to 

be yourself and surround yourself with people who accept 

you for you! 

Museotica: The Billboard Top 20s of September 
Compiled by Lizzy Doyle 

POP: “Lean on”- Major Lazer & DS Snake 

 

COUNTRY: “Tonight Looks Good on You”-  

Jason Aldean 

 

PUNK: “Basket Case”- Green Day 

 

ROCK: “Hanging by a Moment”- No Name Face 

 

RAP: “Watch Me”- Silento 

 

HIP-HOP: “Can’t Feel my Face”- The Weeknd 

 

DANCE: “Where Are U Now”-  

Skrillex & Diplo with Justin Bieber 

To the Class of 2019... 
By Emma DeHerrera 

“Always remember that 

popularity is NOT everything. 

What’s most important is that 

you’re happy. Don’t forget to be 

yourself and surround yourself 

with people who accept you for 

you.” 
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Keith Keyshawn Otero was born April 25, 

2001, in Alamosa, Colorado. Keith lived in Denver 

when he was a young boy. He moved to Monte Vista, 

Colorado, at the age of six. He loves the city of Den-

ver, though. One of the hardest things Keith has ever 

had to do was leave Denver and come to Monte 

Vista.  After high school he plans on leaving the city 

of Monte Vista and moving back to Denver 

Meanwhile, Keith's hobbies include skate-

boarding and playing basketball. Keith has been skat-

ing since he was eight years old. He especially enjoys 

skating with friends. He also plans on going out for 

basketball in the winter. He hopes that he will be good 

enough to make the high school team. In addition to 

skating and playing basketball, Keith also enjoys eat-

ing! His favorite foods include chicken and pizza. He 

told me if he could eat pizza every day, he would. 

Even though he enjoys skating (and eating), 

Keith's biggest fear is attempting to grind on a rail. He 

is terrified to try it, but he said that one day he will 

conquer this fear. Keith is also excellent in science; he 

plans on getting a job in biology and studying animals 

after going pro in skating. 

Freshman Focus: Keith Otero 
By Tyler Vigil 



Source: Daily Horoscope 

Aries: The Ram. Ruled by Mars. An Aries is courageous, energetic, willful, commanding and leading. 

Taurus: The Bull. Ruled by Venus. A Taurus is pleasure seeking, loves control, is dependable, provokes  

 slowly, and is highly sensual in nature. 

Gemini: The Twins. Ruled by Mercury. A  Gemini is cerebral, chatty, loves education and learning, is  

 charming, and adventurous. 

Cancer: The Crab. Ruled by the Moon.  A Cancer is emotional, group oriented, and seeks security and family. 

Leo: The Lion. Ruled by the Sun. A Leo is generous, organized, protective, and beautiful. 

Virgo: The Maiden. Ruled by Mercury. A Virgo is particular, logical, practical, and critical, and has a sense of 

 duty. 

Libra: The Scales. Ruled by Venus. A Libra is balanced, seeks beauty, and has a sense of justice. 

Scorpio: The Scorpion. Ruled by Pluto. A Scorpio is passionate, exacting, and loves taking things to the  

 extremes. 

Sagittarius: The Centaur. Ruled by Jupiter. A Sagittarius is happy, absent minded, creative, and adventurous. 

Capricorn: The Mountain Goat. Ruled by Saturn. A Capricorn is timeless, driven, calculating, and ambitious. 

Aquarius: The Man. Ruled by Uranus. An Aquarius is forward thinking, communicative, people-oriented,  

 stubborn, generous, and dedicated. 

Pisces: The Fish. Ruled by Neptune. A Pisces is likeable, energetic, passionate, and sensitive. 

(horoscopenews.com) 

What do the stars have to say about your personality? Check out your sign!  
Compiled by Jennifer Delgado 
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Sign Element Color Spiritual Emotional 

Aries (March 21-April 19) Fire Red Perseverance Courage 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Earth Pink Security Sociability 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Air Yellow Wisdom Contentment 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) Water White, Silver Peace Peace 

Leo (July 23-August 22) Fire Orange, Gold Purity Optimism 

Virgo (August 23-September 22) Earth Brown, Navy Steadfastness Confidence 

Libra (September 23-October 22) Air Pastels Fertility Balance 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21) Water Dark Red Love Strength 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) Fire Purple Faith Inner Calm 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19) Earth Black Loyalty Power 

Aquarius (January 20-February 18) Air Turquoise Integrity Innovation 

Pisces (February 19-March 20) Water Sea Green Compassion Reflection 



 

Straight Outta Compton Going Strong with Audiences Nationwide 
By Christopher Villagomez 

 Straight Outta Compton, released on August 14, 2015, is a biographical film that tells the story of a rap 

group called N.W.A. The film stars actors such as O'Shea Jackson, Jr. (Ice Cube’s son) as Ice Cube, Corey 

Hawkins as Dr. Dre,  Jason Mitchell as Eazy-E, and Paul Giamatti as N.W.A's manager Jerry Heller. The film 

concentrates on how the rap group came together, how they became famous, their split-up and, eventually, the 

death of Eazy-E, a rapper in the group. Straight Outta Compton, filmed with a budget of $29 million, has 

made $113.8 million in North America and $196,785 in other locations around the world. 

                The film begins with a scene involving Eazy-E in a drug deal gone wrong. It then shows the rest of 

the group and some of the struggles they’re dealing with.  They later form N.W.A. under Ruthless Records, 

Eazy-E’s newly established label. They then put out their first single called “Boyz-n-the-Hood”. Shortly after 

the release Eazy meets up with Jerry Heller who tells of his interest in the 

group.  Eazy decides to hire Heller as their manager. After a performance 

that the crowd seemed to really enjoy Priority Records picks them up. This 

means that the group can finally record their first studio album titled 

“Straight Outta Compton”, due to their establishment with Priority Records.  

Although every member helped with the making of the album only Eazy got 

a deal with the label while the others waited.  “Straight Outta Compton” 

then becomes a smash hit and the group goes on tour. At one of their perfor-

mances a riot breaks out with the performance of their song called “F*** 

Tha Police”, after police had warned them not to perform it. The song was 

written after an incident where police racially profiled the performers and 

attempted to arrest them outside of their studio. Heller had to step in to pre-

vent them from being taken into custody.  Nevertheless, shortly afterwards, 

Ice Cube becomes suspicious of Heller and of his and Eazy’s relationship. 

Ice Cube then finds out that he is the last one to sign the deal and that Eazy 

will have a bigger check then the rest of them. Angered by this Ice Cube 

decides to leave the group and to focus on a solo career. Ice Cube’s first al-

bum was a hit and did even better than “Straight Outta Compton”. After the 

group sees this they later put out the EP called “100 Miles and Runnin'“. In 

it they diss Cube for leaving the group. Dre then starts to form a relation-

ship with Suge Knight who persuades him to leave N.W.A. to form Death 

Row Records. Dre then starts to rethink the decisions he made after seeing Suge’s true colors.  Without Dre 

and Cube, Eazy now is becoming more suspicious of Heller. He later finds out that Heller had been embez-

zling money from the label and gets rid of him. During all this Eazy and Cube meet up at a club in New York 

and talk about plans of reuniting N.W.A., which Cube agrees to. Eazy then calls Dre who also agrees. But 

then, Eazy, who had been ignoring many symptoms, collapses during one of their recording sessions.  He is 

taken to the hospital where he is diagnosed with HIV. It shows every member going to see him before he dies. 

After his death the film ends with Dre going to Suge saying he is going to start his own label.  

 Overall, I thought that movie did a really good job of incorporating all the key components of the 

group’s story in the time allotted. I also think that they had a very strong cast and had solid acting throughout 

the film. For the most part I think the actors shared a physical resemblance to the artists they were playing, as 

well. Straight Outta Compton is definitely one of the few movies that I would pay to see again. I think it did a 

really good job of helping moviegoers feel sympathy for the characters, especially when they were nearly ar-

rested, essentially for being African-American, when Ice Cube wasn’t treated equally when he was the last one 

to sign the contract, and when the group lost their friend, Eazy-E.  Angel Sandoval, who also enjoyed the film, 

shared his thoughts: “I loved that movie but I wish they would have [shown] the beef between Dr. Dre and  

Eazy E.” I also agree with his thoughts, but would still recommend that anyone who hasn’t seen the film 

should see it. 

Copyright Universal Pictures 


