
Violence Prevention Awareness: SHOCK presents the risks  
of bullying, drugs and dating abuse to freshman class  

By Violet Swope 

The Pirate Tribune 

speakers than explained 

the problems drugs had 

caused them. At the end 

of the presentation, a 

video was shown that 

contained a list of posi-

tive life choices that 

could be “crushed” by 

addiction to drugs. 

 Then, as my 

group moved to the third and final presentation, a 

video began playing, in which there was a scenario 

presenting the world of love opposite from the judg-

mental beliefs of some people in modern America. In 

this video, it was accepted to be homosexual, but to 

be “straight” was unlawful and sinful. The narrator in 

some cases, the “actress” in others, was a heterosexu-

al. As she grew up, presenting herself as “normal” 

became harder and harder. Once she finally found a 

young man to love, however, word spread, causing 

bullying and drama to begin in the young girl’s life. 

The video came to an end with her taking her life. 

We then used a “paper doll” as an example of 

bullying. We began by writing negative things onto 

the paper before crumpling and tearing it. Then, as 

someone tried to straighten up the paper, we were 

shown that abuse and bullying is something that can’t 

be erased from someone’s life. As this presentation 

wrapped up, everyone pledged not to be a bully and 

wrote an inspirational message or respectful, kind 

words onto the paper doll  to show the pledge made. 
 Through this programming, students came to 
understand that they must use their voices, however 
hesitant, to stop violence, whether physical or emo-
tional, because they are more than capable of stand-
ing above the “norm”. Students will be able to build 
upon these lessons when they experience SHOCK’s 
pre-Prom mock accident activities as juniors. 

 Monte Vista High School’s freshman class 

attended the Violence Prevention Awareness pro-

gramming hosted by SHOCK (Students Helping Our 

Communities and Kids) on December 17th, 2015. 

The three presentations, which were presented to the 

three student groups in rotation, took half a school 

day. During that time, freshman students, with the 

help of student-guided activities, discussed the ef-

fects of drugs, being in an abusive relationship, and 

the dangers of bullying and being bullied. 

 While attending this event, I first learned 

about the dangers of dating abuse. The session in-

cluded a PowerPoint composed of questions, videos 

and facts about dating abuse. Though the intro to the 

presentation seemed somewhat non-relatable due to 

the fact that most of our age group hasn’t experi-

enced much relationship abuse, if any, the SHOCK 

members questioning students and relating the in-

stances to things many of us have seen or been 

through resonated with us. As the presentation came 

to an end, an example was used to represent the ef-

fects of relationship abuse. In this “game-like” ex-

ample, two groups were asked to either pay attention 

to a partner from the other side, or to ignore or dis-

tract themselves from them. As in some relation-

ships, it is common for abuse and fear to be the only 

things holding the partners together. The presenta-

tion highlighted that a relationship should consist of 

two equal parts, where both hold the same amount of 

authority and control. 

 From there, the next group began presenting 

the dangers of drugs. The focus was on the aftermath 

of drugs and commonly known drugs (such as hero-

ine) that have negatively shaped many young lives 

and even caused deaths. As students entered the 

band room, where the session was held, each student 

was handed a questionnaire and mini-quiz. Guest 
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Yuridia Cendejas Promising New Center School Board President 
By Austin Brown and Jessica Castillo Gallegos  
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the students. Obviously it’s easier 

when everyone agrees, but it can’t 

always be that way. Nevertheless, 

she has no fears about her new po-

sition, though the addition of new 

board members always takes a lit-

tle getting used to. 

 In order to keep everyone 

abreast of what the school board is 

up to, Mrs. Cendejas wants to have 

communication between the 

schools and the superinten-

dent.  That, she believes, will 

make the Center school district 

successful.   

 Her goal for this school 

year, specifically, is to have every-

one in the Class of 2016 graduate. 

Her oldest daughter, Salma, is a 

junior, so, naturally, she has the 

same hopes for her class. Knowing 

her daughters (Salma, Natalia, 7th,  

and Valeria, kindergarten) attend 

school in the district of which she 

is school board president, to her, is 

very motivating. She knows the 

Center teaching staff loves kids 

and that the district hires teachers 

who care. With that in mind, by 

the end of the year, she wants to 

discourage all the negative things 

being said about the school. She 

closed by saying that she is glad 

the board trusts her to take this 

task on as president. 

 Yuridia Cendejas is the 

new school board president for 

Center school district, and her 

journey to this position has been a 

very interesting one: Hailing from 

Gómez Farías, Chihuahua, Mexi-

co, Cendejas has a degree in busi-

ness administration from CBTIS 

#81 in Agua Prieta, Sonora (1995) 

and a GED certificate from the 

DELTA Center in Monte Vista 

(2000). She arrived in the San Luis 

Valley in 1996 and worked in agri-

culture until she began work in the 

banking industry in 2001. She has 

worked as both a part-time and full

-time teller, and now serves as the 

branch manager of Aventa Credit 

Union (formerly Saguache County 

Credit Union), where she has been 

for eleven years. 

 When she first joined the 

credit union, she was especially 

interested in its community-

minded vision, which has carried 

over into her service as a school 

board member. Both she and her 

husband (Miguel Cendejas, whom 

she married in 1997) have served 

on the board and they have similar 

visions. He served as secretary 

from 2005-2011, while Yuridia 

started off as secretary in 2011, 

took on the vice-presidency in 

2014 and became president this 

school year. She also had to 

weather the recall vote of April 

2015 when two disgruntled board 

members who had sought the res-

ignations of the superintendent and 

other board members squared off 

against the Center Committee for 

Truth and Transparency. Ultimate-

ly, Yuridia Cendejas was not re-

called and she was able to go on to 

her biggest leadership role yet. 

 She is very excited to be at 

her position and she plans to keep 

supporting successful programs in 

order to encourage the district’s 

growth. Cendejas also plans to ex-

pand the pre-school program. In 

thinking about what ideas guide 

her mission, she explained that 

with rules come responsibility, so 

she and her fellow board members 

must work together for the good of 

“Her goal for this school year, 

specifically, is to have everyone 

in the Class of 2016 graduate.” 



Southern Valley K-9 Provides Narcotics Detection to Local Schools 
By Matt Martinez 

these dogs op-

erate, 

• 93.70% re-

ported having 

ever used ma-

rijuana/

hashish. 

• 43.90% re-

ported having 

ever used co-

caine. 

• 5.9% report-

ed having ever 

used heroin. 

• 26.25% re-

ported having 

ever used MDMA (Ecstasy). 

For this reason, Monte 

Vista High School principal Scott 

Wiedeman explained that “he 

doesn’t mind the dogs coming in.” 

Similarly, superintendent Robert 

Webb noted, “It’s a good idea be-

cause there are more drugs that 

kids can bring into a school other 

than marijuana.” 

 The Southern Valley K-9, 

based out of Colorado Springs, is 

the company responsible for the 

narcotics detection activities in the 

Monte Vista School District. This 

business was formed by Adam 

Fresquez and Patrick Martinez in 

2015. They are partnered with Al-

liance K-9, which has been in 

business for 30+ years. This part-

ner company trains nearly all the 

dogs around the San Luis Valley, 

as well as Colorado Springs and 

Denver. They train dogs in every-

thing from search and rescue to 

explosives detection.    

 Southern Valley K-9 can 

provide narcotics detection for 

schools, homes, businesses, facto-

ries, jails, prisons and other facili-

ties. They are willing to travel I 

order to meet the needs of their 

clients.  Since they are a private 

company, clients get to decide 

which course of action they’d like 

to take when illegal contraband is 

found. The Southern Valley K-9 

staff also have backgrounds in the 

military and law enforcement The 

K-9's, themselves, are certified to 

the highest standards as set by the 

Department of Defense (D.O.D.) 

and meet or exceed that of the 

State of Colorado and the State of 

Nevada. The Southern Valley K-9 

also trains with their dogs weekly 

to keep them operating at high per-

formance.  

 This consistent training is 

necessary because, of students sur-

veyed in the schools in which 
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 There was a Monte Vista School Board meeting December 10, 2015. The meeting began with a rather 

surprising twist, the recognition of a phenomenal staff member from the Monte Vista School District: Karen 

Jiron, secretary for the Monte Vista Middle School, received an appreciation award of $500 and the gratitude 

of the school board. Ms. Jiron had been asked to attend the meeting by her supervisor, Thomas Tichy, but little 

did she know, her day was about to change for the better. After the award presentation, the meeting progressed 

with the scheduled agenda, which included reports on fundraising fraud incidents concerning the band, the bas-

ketball program, and the cheerleaders, but not much detail was provided. Apparently the administration has 

addressed the different situations and are trying to make it clear that no one should provide any form of curren-

cy to a student claiming to be a part of an organization unless they see proof from the student that they attend 

MVHS. A simple ID card would be sufficient. On a similar issue, cameras caught the thief who stole band 

fundraising money from the band director’s office and police have been given reports. The board agreed that 

the money was not properly secured, though, so they believe that the fault lies with both parties. The board also 

discussed the issue of school work being assigned during break. Mr. Webb expressed his feelings thusly: 

“Break is for family.” 

Monte Vista School Board Discusses Fundraising Fraud, Winter Break  
By Steven Valdez 

Nix, a Belgian Malinois, is 

an experienced K9. 

(svk9s.com) 



Super Bowl 50 Preview: Denver Broncos versus Carolina Panthers 
By Derek Medina 
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and picking them off. Despite 

that talent, the Panthers al-

lowed opponents 44 first 

downs, while the Broncos only 

gave up 36. The Broncos’ pass 

rush will be a major key in 

slowing down Cam Newton, 

while the Panthers’ secondary 

is going to have to cover all 

receivers and put pressure on 

Manning. 

Peyton Manning may be 

playing his last game in the 

NFL in this Super Bowl. This 

year he had only 9 touchdowns 

and 17 interceptions. He did 

miss six games due to injury 

but did not have a good year 

overall, regardless. He had on-

ly 2,200 passing yards but is look-

ing good in the postseason. Hope-

fully he can go out strong. In con-

trast, Cam Newton is a young QB 

looking to get his first ring. This 

year he is expected to be named 

MVP with 35 touchdowns and 10 

interceptions. Cam also racked up 

about 4,000 yards and ten touch-

downs coming from a rush. This 

will be the second time in four 

years Manning has played a young 

running QB with a great defense 

and we all remember the outcome 

of that last fateful matchup. Based 

on that, I think the Carolina Pan-

thers are going to win easily; Cam 

is too fast and can run the ball bet-

ter than any other QB. 

 Super Bowl 50 will 

be a battle for the ages as the 

Denver Broncos go up 

against the Carolina Pan-

thers. Denver defeated Pitts-

burgh in the divisional cham-

pionship and New England in 

the AFC championship on 

the road to the Super Bowl. 

Carolina, on the other hand, 

defeated Seattle in the divi-

sional and Arizona in the 

NFC. Carolina is currently 

favored by Las Vegas statis-

ticians to win the showdown 

against Denver. 

Perhaps that is be-

cause Denver has a mediocre 

offense, despite being led by 

legend Peyton Manning. The Den-

ver offense averaged 22.2 points a 

game, ranking 19th in the league. 

In overall yards, the Broncos aver-

aged 355 yards, ranking 16th. In 

contrast, Carolina averaged 31.2 

points per game, putting them first 

in the league. Carolina also aver-

aged 366.9 yards per game, rank-

ing 11th. Despite their statistical 

differences, both offences have a 

great wide receiver squad: Sand-

ers, Thomas, Caldwell, etc. have 

been criticized for dropping catch-

able balls, but maybe switching 

quarterbacks has messed with the 

process of some of the receivers. 

As an advantage, Carolina’s quar-

terback Cam Newton has a squad 

of young but talented receivers and 

a Pro Bowl tight end in Greg Ol-

sen. Both teams have a solid run 

game but that won't be much of a 

factor because both defensive lines 

can stop the run. 

On the defensive side of 

the ball, Denver is ranked number 

one overall for the first time in the 

franchise. The Broncos defense 

has many stars, including Von 

Miller, Demarcus Ware, Aquib 

Talib and more. Carolina has a 

great defense, too, though, with 

breakout star Josh Norman shut-

ting down every big name in the 

league. Additionally, Luke Kuech-

ly, one of the best linebackers in 

the league, has been sacking QBs 

Sports News 

Copyright National Football League 



matchup. In the first quarter,  how-

ever, Monte fans were in suspense 

as the Lady Pirates trailed Sanford, 

8-13.  

 The second quarter was 

even more exciting, though. As the 

game continued on more fans 

came to watch. The Lady Pirates 

were battling hard, and were able 

to make the other team turn the 

ball over. The Sanford Indians 

weren’t going to go down without 

a fight, though, and kept pace with 

the Lady Pirates. In the packed 

gym the Lady Pirates showed who 

was the better team, ultimately, 

making a small run to end the half 

at 20-17. 

 The third quarter was all 

about the Lady Pirates, also. They 

came out strong and fearful and 

took the Lady Indians to battle. 

The defense only allowed Sanford 

to score two points in the entire 

quarter, while the Pirates’ offense 

led them to drop 11 points. At the 

end of the third quarter Monte led 

28-22. 

 In the fourth quarter the 

Sanford Indians put up a fight of 

their own but the Lady Pirates did-

n’t give an inch. In the fourth quar-

ter the Indians scored 12 points, 

while the Lady Pirates scored 14 

points. This gave the crowd the 

game they came to see. It was a 

back and forth game in which the 

Lady Pirates gave it their all and 

were able to pull through to get the 

win, with the final score being 34-

42, Monte Vista! 

 On January 23rd the Monte 

Vista Lady Pirates varsity team 

won against the Bayfield Wolver-

ines with a score of 71-35. Lady 

Pirate Terrise Sanchez (senior) 

scored a total of 13 points, 5 as-

sists, and 7 rebounds. Mariah  

Barbosa (sophomore) also scored 

16 points, 6 assists, and 6 re-

bounds. The Bayfield Wolverines 

scored 7 points in the first quarter, 

but were not able to score in the 

second. In the third quarter they 

picked up two more points and in 

the fourth three more.  

 As for the boys varsity 

team, the Pirates won 54-46. In the 

first quarter the Pirates were up by 

one point with a score of 8-7. By 

the second quarter, however, Bay-

field outscored the Pirates 15-5. 

The third and fourth quarter scor-

ing was 20-17 and 21-7, respec-

tively, with the Pirates taking it in 

the end. 

 Just a little over a week 

prior, on Friday, January 15th, the 

Monte Vista Pirates had welcomed 

the Pagosa Springs Pirates. The 

final score was 56-41, Monte 

Vista. Top scorers were Presley 

Garcia, Nevada Siemering,  

Michael Valdez, Jacob Naranjo 

and Bryant Chacon. 

 That victory was tempered, 

however, when the Monte Vista 

Pirates lost to Alamosa 64-27 the 

next day. The Lady Pirates, how-

ever, won, 49-40. 

 Earlier that week, on Tues-

day, January 12th, 2016,  the boys 

varsity team played against  the 

Centauri Falcons. The score was 

often tied, but the final score was 

71-50, Monte Vista. 

 On December 15th of 

2015, however, the Monte Vista 

varsity boys faced a tougher team 

in Sangre de Cristo, 35-34. Their 

next game, which was held on De-

cember 18th, was, sadly, yet an-

other loss, scoring only 25 to the 

Sanford Indians’ 84.   

 The Lady Pirates took on 

these tough opponents, though, 

and won! They faced the Lady In-

dians in a non-conference matchup 

on Wednesday, December 12th, 

2015 at 5:30 pm. The game was 

very exciting to watch! Many fans 

from both teams attended the 
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Monte Vista Pirates/Lady Pirates Basketball Squares Off Against Tough Teams  
By Austin Brown, Jaz Dominguez, Dezirae Sandoval and Arianna Varela  

Sophomore Mariah Barbosa has helped to 

lead the Lady Pirates to  victories against 

some tough opponents. 

Photo by John McGraw of the Valley Courier 



Get to Know Our New Students: From Mexico and Puerto Rico to the Valley 
By Briana Garcia 
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In an interview with students new to Monte Vista High School, sophomore Genesis M. Maldonado, 

freshman Luisa Favela and freshman Alejandro Ayala, we began with the basics: their ages and where they’re 

from. Genesis, who is from Puerto Rico, is 15, while Alejandro and Luisa are both 16 years old and from Chi-

huahua, Mexico. All of the students explained that coming to the United States is something that has impacted 

their lives: Genesis and Alejandro said the time spent in school is very different, while Luisa said changing 

schools has been very strange. Luisa said “She's not used to life in this country.” Genesis and Alejandro re-

sponded, “It’s cold, snowy, and the language, being surrounded by the students that speak a different language, 

we sometimes feel isolated. We worry about people talking about us.” Despite the challenges they’re facing, 

they still are interested in the same pastimes: Alejandro said he likes sports, especially soccer, while Genesis 

said she enjoys riding horses. Luisa said that her hobbies consist of “travel, watching TV, and work.” In addi-

tion to soccer, Alejandro plays football, baseball and basketball, Luisa plays soccer and Genesis doesn’t play 

sports, aside from her riding. In addition to their hobbies, Alejandro has two brothers and two sisters and Gen-

esis has a sister and a brother. All of the new students stated that “after high school they would like to attend a 

university.” My next question to them was, “How do you like like it here at MVHS?” Genesis said, “I like the 

students; everyone's really friendly.” After questioning Luisa and Alejandro they said it was “good”. When I 

asked who they miss, though, they all told me their family, friends and their grandparents. Genesis also said 

she misses her boyfriend. Moving to a new place is tough, so we are going to try to be as welcoming as possi-

ble to our new students! 

 On Thursday, January 21st, the Monte Vista 

Pirates took on the Pagosa Springs Pirates and the 

Del Norte Tigers. The night started off with the 220 

pound match, in which Cedric Perea came back in 

the third period to win the match by fall. In the next 

match, German of Monte Vista dominated the 

whole match and ended up winning by fall in the 

first period. Then, in the 106 pound match, Angelo 

Rodriguez ended up losing by 8 points. Following 

that match, Adrian Naranjo of Monte Vista faced off 

against James Thomas of Pagosa in the 113 pound 

bracket. Thomas would end up winning by fall in 

the first period. Then Moises Juarez of Monte Vista, 

at 120 pounds, went against Cody Caler of Pagosa. 

In the next match (126 pounds), Tyler Vigil took on 

Tate Hinger of Pagosa. Vigil ended up winning the match in overtime by a takedown. The next match (138 

pounds) pitted Zach Hindes against Trevor Bryant, who would win by fall in the second period. Then, in the 

145 pound match, Jacob Chavez went against Tyler Cowan of Pagosa; that match would go to Cowan who 

won by fall. The next match (152 pounds) had Jose Lopez taking on Dalton Lucero. Everything went Lopez’ 

way as he won 6-1. The next match (160 pounds) resulted in John Garcia getting a forfeit. After that, the 

matches would be open all the way up in weight, with Pagosa ultimately winning the duel. 

Monte Vista Pirate Wrestlers Square Off Against Pagosa Springs and Del Norte 
By Tyler Vigil 

The Monte Vista Pirates and the Pagosa Springs Pirates were the main adversaries 

in  January 21st’s matchup. 



Seniors Ponder Their Favorite Things About Attending Monte Vista High School  

Allan Ochoa 
1. I love playing football. 

2. I like playing basketball. 

3. I like helping with the concessions. 

4. I like laughing with my friends. 

5. I like winning pizzas in Mrs. Castillo’s class. 

6. I like talking about random things in            

Mrs. Castillo’s class. 

7. I like to mock Mrs. Castillo’s laugh. 

8. I like to buy suckers. 

9. I like writing on the white boards. 

10. I like being an announcer at school pep rallies. 

11. I like making Cole read in Mrs. Castillo’s class. 

12. I like “getting that corn outta my face” when     

Mrs. Castillo gives Kenny candy. 

13. I like getting my teachers off topic. 

14. I like Jacob because the N word offends him. 

15. I like Jacob because he is the homie. 

16. I like going home to eat lunch (but I don’t like 

how short lunch is). 

17. I like playing Bubble Trouble with Michael. 

18. I like eating Don Tomas burritos before class.  

19. I like watching Netflix on my free time. 

20. I like day time shenanigans with Michael. 
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 Drama club met for the 

first time of the spring semester on 

Tuesday, January 19th, 2016. The 

first task on the agenda was to se-

lect a play for the spring produc-

tion. After four pitches for poten-

tial plays were heard, a vote was 

cast and Circus Olympus was the 

play selected by members. In this 

mythical comedy the circus comes 

to town; however, unlike your typ-

ical three ring extravaganza, a pa-

rade of Greeks storm through to 

tell their stories. This play focuses 

on many aspects of ancient Greek 

life but brings to life in an extraor-

dinary way a number of popular 

myths. 

 Curiously, when some stu-

dents discovered they would be 

unable to participate in drama, the 

remaining cast decided to choose a 

similar play that would be more 

manageable—Once Upon a Pan-

dora’s Box. 

 Though the cast has 

changed since drama initially got 

underway this semester, the fol-

lowing students auditioned: Robert 

Duran, Steven Valdez, Lizzy 

Doyle, Jose Valdovinos, Sophia 

Lozoya, Kathy Duran, Audra 

King, Leelena  Berlanga, Diego 

Moreno and Spencer Wingert.   

Jacob Naranjo 
1. I like to go to school to see my friends. 

2. I like to learn new things in school. 

3. I like the sports at school (football and basketball). 

4. I like to show up for English and listen to my class-

mates say smart things. 

5. I like some of the school’s food. 

6. I like to buy candy from the teachers. 

7. I like to go to the bathroom when I feel tired. 

8. I like the school’s Mt. Fiji water. 

9. I like the fun things I do at school. 

10. I like that we don’t have school on Fridays because 

we deserve to have three day weekends. 

11. I like to walk dogs for my aide class. 

12. I like to give my teachers a hard time. 

13. I like it when Ms. Condon is in a good mood. 

14. I like to support the sports teams. 

15. I like to text in class and not get caught. 

16. I like to spend time with my little brother. 

17. I like being a senior. 

18. I like to fart in class and blame it on someone else. 

19. I like to sleep in class without the teacher catching 

me. 

20. I like to go home after practice. 

Monte Vista HS Drama Club Getting Ready to Present Pandora’s Box and the Underworld 
By Steven Valdez 

 Each of these students 

preformed a 1-2 minute mono-

logue on stage. Audition night 

was a success, and optimism radi-

ated throughout the small audito-

rium as everyone eagerly antici-

pated the next few months of 

practice.     

(Examiner.com) 
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Dear Tormentor, 

 

today you made me cry. You made me feel like the lowest piece of dirt that has ever walked the earth. 

You stole a piece of my heart and soul, and my self-esteem. You came in and reaffirmed that never-ending 

playback in my head that insults me even when you’re not around. That same playback that tells me, over and 

over, life sucks, and it’s never going to get any better no matter what I do, because I don’t deserve anything 

better. I am nothing, and nothing is all I will ever be. Even when I try my best, it’s not good enough to make 

me human or worth something in the eyes of the world. 

My hurt didn’t show on the outside because I learned a long time ago to make sure you couldn’t take 

that pleasure. You have kicked me in my heart and ravaged what little self-worth I had managed to scrape to-

gether. 

But that’s okay, because that’s what makes me stronger than you and your followers. I don’t have to 

point out someone’s flaws. I don’t have to put someone else down or mock them in order to feel better about 

myself, or to prove my worth to others, or authority, power, and intelligence. The mere fact that you do proves 

that we who refrain from such cruelty are a superior species. We are the ones who’ve evolved beyond the sim-

ple animal behavior that makes a base creature attack something it doesn’t understand, something that’s differ-

ent or not as strong. 

Today as I lay broken and bleeding in that dark place I crawl into when I think I can’t take it anymore, 

I found something extraordinary. 

My humanity. 

As my soul screamed in bleeding agony and I wanted to die rather than live one more day in a world 

where you exist, I realized that my tears and ability to feel pain without lashing out to return that hurt to some-

one else makes me human. 

I find my pleasure when someone smiles over something I’ve said or done. When I make them feel bet-

ter about themselves and their lives. When I look at an okay drawing and tell the artist that it’s a work of art, 

worthy of hanging in a museum. The smile on their face, the pride that glows inside them, makes my heart 

swell. It gives me joy you can never understand. Kindness costs nothing to give, but to the person who re-

ceives it, it could be the one thing that saves their life. The one thing that gives them hope in their darkest hour. 

Whenever someone thinks of me, I want to feel good inside...And I will never allow you to take that from me 

or them. I can celebrate with others and applaud their efforts with an open heart capable of love and ac-

ceptance; I will evolve to an even greater level of happiness while you stay mired in your petty hatred and bit-

terness. 

More than that, I discovered the best secret of all. I don’t care what you think because I don’t think 

enough of you to listen. You’re not worth the energy it would cost me to hate you. There’s nothing about you 

that I want to be. I will not let you steal my humanity. You will not teach me your hatred or intolerance. Not 

today. Not ever. 

I might not be able to see the future clearly today, but I know it will come through this darkness and 

free me from your treacherous grip. My life is a gift and I won’t let you take it from me. You’re definitely not 

worth it. 

 

Forever Yours, 

The Victims of Bullying 

 
Contributed by Kendra Stonefield 
Edited by Jessica Castillo Gallegos and Emma DeHerrera 



There are contradicting opinions on our edu-

cational values and how our schools are run these 

days, despite lower dropout rates. Although the per-

centage of high school violence has dropped from 

42.5% in 1991 to 24.7% in 2013, some students be-

lieve that with that drop, other educational values 

besides safety have lost value. 

Monte Vista freshman 

Mike Savala told this reporter, 

“Our educational system is 

good, but it could be better. 

They do not value our learn-

ing. Some teachers do, but 

overall most don’t.” Freshman 

Amanda Avila stated, “I think 

there are more dropouts now 

than before.” 

Sophomore Angelo 

Saenz’ remark was, “Teachers 

don’t teach. It sucks.” Jennifer 

Delgado, another sophomore, 

said, “Teachers have favorit-

ism. Teachers that coach tend 

to help athletes raise their 

grades, but not the average, 

everyday, non-athlete stu-

dent.” 

Some anonymous students said we need bet-

ter teachers that interact with them and do not just 

show videos. Another student believes that there are 

a select few teachers that teach to understand, but 

that the school overall turns its attention away from 

more vital issues. An anonymous student said, 

“School is like a bucket of rocks: it weighs you 

down, and it’s worth absolutely nothing.” 

School isn’t what it used to be, and not in the 

good sense. Students are getting the impression that 

they don’t have to learn anything, as long as they get 

a C or higher in the class at the end of each semester, 

which leads to students cheating just to pass. Then 

they get punished. The time limit for each lesson is 

too short for the average student to remember and 

learn, anyhow. Then, even though students have 

roughly eight classes a day, each teacher gives hours 

of homework a night, forgetting that we have a life 

outside of school. If a teenager is at school for rough-

ly 8 hours, and he or she is doing homework for 6+ 

hours, and he or she needs at least 9 hours of sleep for 

our developing brains, then that student may have 

only 0-1 hours for other activities like eating, bathing, 

exercise, socializing 

(which is important for 

emotional, mental, and 

physical health), religious 

activities, hobbies, extra 

curricular activities, medi-

cal care of any kind, 

chores (required by many 

parents), relaxation, and 

family time.  Not to men-

tion that parents may or 

may not pressure students 

to get a job, or students 

might need to get one for 

economic reasons. 

Aside from the downside 

of the education system, 

we still have many pros to 

count on. We as a country 

still have the best universi-

ties in the world. When not in school physically, 

online education is easier to come by. American edu-

cation also offers more freedom than other education 

systems. Creativity is valued in most schools and 

there are different elective classes students can take 

based on their talents. There is also more than one 

type of school—the Delta Center, for example. Diver-

sity is also valued in our schools. 

The different opinions about students’ educa-

tional values and experiences vary from person to 

person. Yes, violence percentages have dropped, but 

that’s not all that’s dropped. The way we value learn-

ing has taken a deep dive, too. That said, there are 

also some upsides to our country’s value on educa-

tion, such as the understanding that we need to make 

changes in order to make the system work better for 

everyone. 

Opinion: Does Education Still Have Value? Do Kids Still Care?  
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Don’t Look for the Expected in John Green’s Looking for Alaska 
By Violet Swope 

 As every book seems to consist of some expected element, the love 

story of two simple people and the definition of true love is the basis for 

John Green’s Looking for Alaska—just kidding! In his astonishing first 

book, he gives love a complicated twist. The story begins with junior Miles 

Halter who decides that now would be the most “wonderful” time to leave 

Florida to attend a private school in Alabama. 

    After arriving at Culver Creek Preparatory High School, Miles is intro-

duced to his roommate, “The Colonel”. After meeting “The Colonel’s” 

friends, Alaska and Takumi, Miles begins to see the beauty and instability 

that Alaska holds. 

As Alaska and Miles grow closer, Miles falls deeper and deeper in 

love with Alaska and begins to show his affection, only to be told by Alaska 

that they should keep their relationship quixotic. 

After causing trouble with a complicated prank at Culver Creek Pre-

paratory High School, Miles and Alaska, along with their friends, celebrate 

with a party. While intoxicated, Alaska brings up her past, showing Miles 

why she is so emotionally unstable: “You spend your whole life stuck in the 

Labyrinth thinking about how you’ll escape it one day, and how awesome it 

will be, and imagining the future keeps you going, but you never do it. You 

just use the future to escape from the present.” 

After a week long celebration that entailed drinking every night, Miles and Alaska embark on a night 

together, a night that seemed as if it was headed for intimacy, but was interrupted with Alaska claiming she 

was tired and that it would be continued later. Miles and Alaska fall asleep together, only for Alaska’s rest to 

be intruded upon by a phone call. Alaska, acting hysterical, says she needs help escaping the school grounds, 

so Miles and the Colonel agree to help with her request. 

After leaving the grounds, Alaska, driving drunk, gets into a car crash and is killed on impact. Both the 

Colonel and Miles blame themselves for her death and believe that she may have gotten in the accident as a 

suicide mission. And, if so, she succeeded. Then, in his grief, the Colonel accuses Miles of only loving the 

Alaska made up in Miles’ head, not the real Alaska, and upon pondering the accusation, Miles agrees. 

 Then, at an assembly given in honor of Alaska, Miles and the rest of the “gang” hire a male stripper, 

which the school deemed an appropriately humorous act, one that I personally feel expresses Alaska’s sexual 

aura and troublemaking nature. Soon after, Miles finds a book of Alaska’s, The General in His Labyrinth, as 

well as information about the anniversary of the death of Alaska’s mother’s. When she was killed while driv-

ing drunk, could she have just been in a rush to visit her mother’s grave to make up for missing the anniversary 

of her mother’s death? Or, could she have just felt so much guilt that she needed to just keep going “straight 

and fast,” as written in the book found by Miles? You’ll just have to read Looking for Alaska for yourself in 

order to decide what really motivated Alaska to drive drunk off school grounds the fateful night of her death. 

Copyright Dutton Juvenile 

Condonisms (compiled by Emma DeHerrera): 
“When something in your life goes wrong, just yell ‘PLOT TWIST’ and move on!” 

“Why do you think I’m Jesus? I’m not Jesus.” 



The Golden Globe and Os-

car nominated film The Revenant 

has taken some attention away 

from the record breaking film Star 

Wars. Alejandro G. Iñárritu di-

rected this beautifully shot film, 

which was originally a novel based 

on true events tweaked and aug-

mented by the author, Michael 

Punke. The movie is based off the 

book but was also further changed 

to entertain the audience. Accord-

ing to American Cowboy maga-

zine, in history, Hugh Glass never 

had an Indian son, but in the movie 

he does to add a layer of pathos to 

the storyline.  

The leading actor, Leonar-

do DiCaprio (Hugh Glass), dis-

played one of his best performanc-

es of his career as he brought 

Glass’ story to life. Right behind 

him is Tom Hardy (John Fitzger-

ald) who starred in 2015’s dysto-

pia Mad Max. The overall concept 

of The Revenant is how Hugh 

Glass fights for survival in order to 

avenge his son’s death after being 

attacked by a grizzly bear and be-

ing abandoned by his own hunting 

team. Surprisingly, CGI was used 

only a couple of times to simulate 

a bear and a few action sequences; 

other than that, this movie used a 

lot of practical effects and stunts. 

Also, no green screens were used: 

some scenes were shot in Alberta, 

Canada, but due to lack of snow 

shooting had to be moved to Ar-

gentina. This film took 11 months 

to shoot and the cold weather was 

not nice to any of the cast or crew, 

but the end result was worth it. 

  

The Revenant Takes a Harsh Look at Survival and Revenge 
By Derek Medina 

gresses, Glass is out in the woods 

alone and get attacked by a mas-

sive mother bear. This scene had 

me on the edge of my seat with my 

heart pumping because it felt so 

surreal and intense. He tries to 

play dead but makes a poor deci-

sion to shoot the bear and almost 

gets killed as his throat gets slit 

and his body crippled. This was 

the turning point of the whole film 

for me because it leaves him help-

less and gives Glass more will 

power. Glass is left helpless after 

Fitzgerald kills Hawk and convinc-

es the other members of the team 

to abandon Glass. This was very 

heart breaking, but was not sur-

prising, as Fitzgerald does not like 

Hawk or Glass. As Glass fights his 

way back to recovery it inspired 

me to never give up and keep on 

pushing. Along the way on his re-

covery, Glass meets an Indian who 

was also trying to survive when his 

family was murdered, as well, 

though he still believes that re-

venge is in God’s hands. This sce-

ne made me realize how tough it 

actually was back then. This man 

helps Glass and heals him but is 

later killed by the French. Glass 

eventually finds and fights Fitzger-

ald but as he is about to kill him, 

he pushes him in the river, remem-

bering revenge is in God’s hands.  

 The director leaves you on 

a cliff at the end, though, because 

you never know what happens to 

Glass. It left me very excited for 

what Leonardo Dicaprio, Tom 

Hardy, and Alejandro G. Iñárritu 

have in store next. Overall, this 

movie gets an 8/10 from me.  

  

 

 For my official review 

there will be spoilers, so if you 

have not watched The Revenant, 

then you have been warned. This 

survival-inspired movie was my 

favorite movie of the year, which 

is saying a lot since huge block-

busters like Ant-Man, The 

Avengers, Star Wars, etc. came out 

this past year, too. The Revenant’s 

story is what is most engaging: 

Hugh Glass is part of a hunting 

team with his son, Hawk, (who is 

half Indian) that is attacked by an 

Indian tribe looking for a kid-

napped member of their tribe. This 

initially made me feel bad for the 

Americans because it looked like 

they worked hard and it was taken 

away when the Indians raided their 

camp and took all of their fur pelts. 

John Fitzgerald, a member of the 

hunting team, is all in it for the 

money so, instead of saving lives, 

he saves as many pelts as he can 

during the raid. As the movie pro-
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 We know that one day everyone dies, even 

the greats. But we didn’t think it would be this soon. On 

January 10, 2016, beloved artist David Bowie passed 

away. Bowie was fighting cancer for a year and a half and 

had just celebrated his 69th birthday on January 8th. Our 

beloved David Bowie is survived by his wife, Iman, and 

two children, the filmmaker Duncan Jones and his daugh-

ter, Alexandria Zahra. He’s also leaving a legacy of other 

artists that were inspired by him,  as well as generations of 

fans. 

David Robert Jones, aka David Bowie, was born in Brixton on January 8, 1947. At age thirteen, in-

spired by the jazz of the London West End, he picked up the saxophone and called up Ronnie Ross for lessons. 

He showed an interest in music at a young age, playing the saxophone at age 13, influenced by his half brother, 

Terry. Terry struggled with mental illness and his demons until his parents put him in an institution, which 

haunted David for a good deal of his life. Terry committed suicide in 1985, and Bowie’s “Jump they say” cap-

tures that difficult period is his life. 

He was able to move on, however, thanks to the musical inspiration he experienced with the early 

bands he played with – The Kon-Rads, The King Bees, the Mannish Boys and the Lower Third. They provided 

him with an introduction into the showy world of pop and mod, and by 1966 he was David Bowie, the rock 

god with long hair who wrote and performed what he wanted, when he wanted. Bowie was also known as a 

musical chameleon for his always changing appearance and sound. 

Soon after, he and his first wife, American-born Angela Barnett, had a son (Duncan) and nicknamed 

him “Zowie”, though he and Barnett divorced just a few years after. 

From there, though, Kenneth Pitt signed on as his manager. and his career began with a handful of 

mostly forgotten singles and a head full of ideas. It was not until 1969 that he was recognized for the legendary 

Space Oddity. Before that he had sold a few albums but never got noticed. But then, after he produced the al-

bum The Man who sold the World, he got the stardom he deserved. As his celebrity profile increased so did his 

desire to keep everyone on the edge of their seats, so he claimed to be gay and introduced the world to Ziggy 

Stardust. His most important album, perhaps, is his 1972 album, The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the 

Spiders from Mars. Dressing wildly portraying Stardust signaled a new age in rock music, announcing the end 

of the Woodstock era and the end of the 60’s. 

From then on through the 90’s Bowie really defined himself in the music industries. Once 2004 hit,  

though, David had a heart attack while on stage in Germany. He made a full recovery, however, and started on 

more albums with different bands. Bowie had already been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 

1996, and went on to become a 2006 recipient of the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. He then kept a 

low profile for several years, just to come out The Next Day, which skyrocketed to number two on the Bill-

board charts. The following year, Bowie released a greatest hits collection, Nothing Has Changed, and his final 

album Blackstar on January 8, 2016, his birthday. Some of his best known songs are “Bohemian Rhapsody”, 

“We Will Rock You/ We are the Champions”, “Another One Bites the Dust”, “Crazy Little Thing Called 

Love”, and “Somebody To Love”. 

David Bowie also made a name for himself in films such as Labyrinth, Basquiat, The Last Temptation 

of Christ, Zoolander, and The Man who Fell to Earth. David Robert Jones, aka David Bowie, led a wonderful 

life filled with surprises everywhere, and gifted the world with so much wonderful art. May he R.I.P.  

David Bowie: A Wonderful Life Filled with Surprises and Talent 
By Lizzy Doyle 
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Purpose: The Album That Just Had to be Written Will Turn You Into a Belieber  
By Lizzy Doyle 

Page 13 Issue 4 

Purpose was an album that Justin Bieber had to write. Just like other artists, he sings to express a 

thought or feeling.  Born in 1994 in Stratford, Ontario, Canada, to a single mother, Justin Bieber took second 

place in a local talent show at a young age and later became a YouTube phenomenon. He signed a record con-

tract with Usher and became the first solo artist to have four singles enter the Top 40, all before the release of a 

first album. His album My World has gone platinum in several countries. He then later experienced a ton of me-

dia exposure resulting from some bad choices with the law. While running amok from Munich (where his pet 

monkey was confiscated in 2013) to Miami Beach (scene of a 2014 DUI arrest) to Rio de Janeiro (that notori-

ous brothel visit), JB has no position to gloat. Nonetheless, he made his comeback in 2015 with his first No. 1 

song, "What Do You Mean?" 

On November 13, 2015, Biebs released the comeback album Purpose, containing songs such as: “What 

do you mean?”, “Sorry”, “Purpose”, “Love Yourself”, and “I’ll Show You”. Three songs are explicitly about 

his ex (Selena Gomez) -“Mark My Words”, “Sorry”, and “What Do You Mean?” For his fourth album, his 

comeback album, to work he needs to be humble, repentant, and grown up, which he’s proven he is, at least 

musically. The album is a mix of dance, hip-hop, R&B and classic smooth-dude vocalizing. Purpose shows 

he’s a new man; it’s from a fresh perspective, and with music that pops. It turns skeptics into born-again  

Beliebers. 

When It’s Dark Out A Solid 7/10 
By Arianna Varela 
 After all the hype 

and social media teases, 

the said to be "album of 

the year" has arrived. On 

December 4th of 2015, 

Gerald blessed the world 

with a 17 song album, 

titled When It's Dark 

Out. According to a large 

majority of the iTunes reviews, G's fans were 

very impressed with his work. However, person-

ally, my expectations were set quite high, con-

sidering how fire every single song on his last 

album, These Things Happen, was. Senior Anahi 

Arroyo stated her expectations were fulfilled, 

however, and mentioned her favorite song would 

have to be “Me, Myself & I”. Romes Hamilton 

said he thought it was "pretty fire" and Tyler 

“Salty” Vigil said that, besides “Me Myself & 

I”, "the rest of the album just sucked." Many stu-

dents and staff that listened to the album said 

they would give it a solid 7/10, though, and I 

Black Ops 3 A Fast-Paced, Challenging Game 
By Andres Fuentes 
 In the game Black Ops 3 the main story involves a 

series of moments in the main character’s life and memo-

ries. Against that background, missions throughout the 

game are a good challenge for any gamer, complete with 

new robot enemies. The weapons in the story mode of 

Black Ops 3 also include a wide selection of rifles, shot-

guns and light machine guns. The maps in the game are 

huge landscapes of abandoned city streets, current battle 

fields and old science labs. 

Black Ops 3 is a very fast-paced game; there is a lot 

of maneuvering and extreme jumping and running. New 

guns  and characters are also a huge plus to the game. The 

shooting is very exciting and the attachments to the gadg-

ets and weapons are also great upgrades to the Black Ops 

series. Using the multiplayer mode is a good way to expe-

rience other skills in combat. The graphics in the game are 

also very impressive, from the human face features to the 

smoke and fires. 

The game was developed by Treyarch and pub-

lished by Activision. Its initial release date was November 

6, 2015. Black Ops 3 was made for  PlayStation 4, Xbox 

One, PlayStation 3, Xbox 360,and Microsoft Windows. 

Copyright RCA Records 



Red: Love, beauty, cour-

age, and respect 

-Romantic and enduring pas-

sion. Conveys respect and 

the creative spirit of love. 

The red rose is known uni-

versally as the “lover’s rose”. 

 

White: Purity, innocence, 

and youthfulness 

-Humility, purity, and innocence. Referred to as the 

“bridal rose”(associated with young love). It also 

symbolizes truth and reverence. 

 

Pink: Appreciation, grace, and perfect happiness 

-Gentility, femininity, elegance and refinement. 

 

Light Pink: Admiration, sympathy, and sweetness 

-Grace and gentleness, admiration and happiness.      

 

Dark Pink: Gratitude and appreciation 

 

Yellow: Joy, friendship, and “welcome back” 

- In Victorian times it stood for jealousy. Today it 

stands for friendship, joy, and caring. Conveys 

warmth, gladness and affection. 

 

Yellow with Red tips: Falling in love 

 

Orange: Desire, enthusiasm, and fascination  

 

Red and White: Given together these signify unity 

 

Peach: Appreciation, gratitude, and modesty 

 

Lavender, Purple, and Lilac: Love at first sight, 

enchantment, desire, and caution 

 

Blue: The unattainable, the impossible 

 

Red rosebud: Symbolic of purity and loveliness 

 

White rosebud: Symbolic of girlhood 
(proflowers.com)                          

The Meaning Behind A Rose’s Color  
Compiled by Tyina Pacheco 
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Dear Pirate Tribune, 
Answered by Tyina Pacheco 
 

How do you ask someone to be your Valentine? 

Most people, when asking someone to be their Valen-

tine, think they should go all out and be a romantic, 

even if they absolutely aren’t. If you’re thinking about 

asking someone to be your Valentine, just be yourself. 

I know that that’s not something many people want to 

hear. Most people want to know about girls’ favorite 

gifts or the most dramatic approach. If you are just 

naturally dramatic, that’s good, but don’t over do it. 

You don’t want to be too dramatic or too plain. I, as a 

girl, always picture someone asking me to be their 

Valentine in a dramatic way. Personally, I like to be 

dramatic and overwhelmed with the loving spirit that 

Valentine’s Day brings. There are others, however, 

that don’t like drama. Some people just want to get a 

single rose, box of chocolates, and/or a Teddy bear. 

On the opposite end of the spectrum, someone else 

might want a dozen roses, a big poster that says “I 

Love You!” or “Will You Be My Valentine?”, and 

their favorite love song playing in front of the whole 

school. There are many approaches to take but I think 

the best one by far is to just be yourself. 

 

What would you get your boyfriend/girlfriend for 

Valentine’s Day? 

This is a question I always have trouble with because 

I’m not very good at gift giving. If I absolutely had to 

get my boyfriend/girlfriend a gift I would get them the 

basic Valentine’s Day “get up”: a box of chocolates, a 

Teddy bear, and maybe some type of jewelry, like a 

necklace. I think that a card is also appropriate for any 

occasion. Some people even like to give their Valen-

tine cookies or baked goods. It doesn’t even matter 

what they taste like as long as they’re made with love. 

The best gift you can give someone for Valentine’s 

Day is something from the heart. Write them a poem, 

get them a card, just be yourself. Do what your heart 

tells you to do. It’s Valentine’s Day—your heart 

should be your best friend during this time of the year. 

Even if you’re not great at gift giving, you can just be 

there and show that you love your Valentine. 

(odealarose.com) 
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Valentine’s Day Horoscopes: The Signs, Their Personalities and Their Best Matches  
Compiled by Tyina Pacheco 

Aries (March 21-April 20): As an Aries, 

you’re sexy and passionate. It’s the thrill of 

the chase that keeps love burning brightly for 

you. In all relationships, you like to take the 

lead. You’re honest and direct but sometimes 

tactless and insensitive. 

Taurus (April 21-May 21): You’re selective 

because what you seek is an uncomplicated 

relationship with a solid, trustworthy partner. 

To those you love, you are steadfast and true, 

but you can also be jealous and possessive. 

Gemini (May 22-June 22): Geminis like you have little trouble making friends, but what you do find difficult, 

however, is committing yourself to one person for a whole lifetime. Boredom is your pet hate and you’re flirta-

tious, but with a partner who holds your interest and keeps you guessing, you’re capable of immense love. 

Cancer (June 23-July 23): Born to nurture you have a tender, compassionate heart. Above all you believe in 

values, traditional roles and old-fashioned honor. When you fall in love, you give your heart completely and 

cling tightly to your mate. 

Leo (July 24-August 23): Warm, demonstrative and generous with their affections, Leos like you enjoy in-

tense passion. But as the monarchs of the jungle, Leos need to be dominant in any relationship. 

Virgo (August 24-September 23): The discriminating nature of the Virgo will always put brains before beau-

ty. What you seek is an intelligent partner you can respect, someone on the same wavelength as you. To this 

person, you are faithful, reliable and true.   

Libra (September 24-October 23): Rarely short of friends, it is a special, one-to-one partnership that brings 

you contentment.  And yet you can be cool and distant and tend to run from messy, emotional entanglement. 

Scorpio (October 24-November 22): For these magnetic, broodingly mysterious 

and deeply attractive people, love is a serious business. As a Scorpio, you know 

you’re passionate and intense. Talking about your emotions doesn’t come easily, 

though, so you come across as cool and disinterested. 

Sagittarius (November 23-December 21): With your easy-going manner and cas-

ual ways, you make a wonderful friend. Sagittarians live by a code of honor and 

are chivalrous and noble towards the opposite sex. What you look for in a partner is 

an adventurous and spunky soul mate. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 20): For Capricorns, work comes before ro-

mance and in matters of the heart, you can be shy and awkward. You may appear 

unemotional on the surface, but deep inside lies a richly sentimental core. To their 

chosen mate, a Capricorn will remain ever loyal and true. 

Aquarius (January 21- February 19): Progressive and broad-minded, Aquarians 

tend to form open, or unconventional, partnerships. Friendship, and being on the 

same wavelength, are by far the most important ingredients of any intimate rapport 

you form with another person. Someone who is offbeat, independent and who does 

not cling like a vine, makes your ideal companion. 

Pisces (February 20-March 20): Sensitive and gentle, Pisces are creative, imagi-

native souls. They are dreamers, often escaping into a make-believe fantasy world. 

In love, they tend to be emotional and clingy, needing a strong partner for support. Comics by Jose Valdovinos 

Comics by Lily Query 



 

Pirates Get Sweet and Sassy for Valentine’s Day 
Compiled by Jessica Castillo Gallegos 

 Don’t do drugs. Stay in school.  

Happy Valentine’s Day!-Jacob Naranjo 

 

I don’t always fall in love, but when I do, it’s with 

tacos de carne asada. Stay thirsty, my friends. 

-Allan Ochoa 

 

I, Matthew Martinez, like Kaylee Atencio. 

-Austin Brown 

 

Brittany’s a good guy.-Maclen 

 

Maclen is also a good guy.-Brittany 

 

To: Jess 

Eye Wuv U 

From: Dewik 

 

Keep your love like you keep your toast...soggy. 

-Anonymous to the whole student body. 

 

Shaunae: 

Quiero decirte… 

-JFL 

 

Stay up, everybody.-Keshaun 

 

Buy Javi’s mixtape.-D’Anna 

 

“The last temptation is the greatest treason: to do 

the right deed for the wrong reason.”-T.S. Eliot 

(Steven Valdez) 

 

Ms. Castillo: Say something all cute.-Yazzie 

 

What do Pirates Want for Valentine’s Day? 
Compiled by Briana Garcia and Violet Swope 
 

“A girlfriend, a puppy, some candies and chocolate 

ice cream...”-Anonymous 

 

“I want candy, a kiss from my wife and world 

peace.”-Mr. Lammers 

 

“Gummy worms, one rose and a big teddy 

bear…”-Diona Medina 

 

Valentine’s Day Thoughts on Gender Roles 
By Emma DeHerrera 

The expectations of gender roles in a relation-

ship begin early on, so what do these roles look like? 

How do people feel about these roles? An example of 

these roles would be, perhaps, a woman doing the 

cooking and cleaning, as opposed to a man who 

should know how to build and repair things. Gender 

roles are based on the different expectations that indi-

viduals, groups, and societies have of individuals 

based on their sex and based on each society's values 

and beliefs about gender. They give individuals cues 

about what sort of behavior is believed to be appropri-

ate for what sex. 

When asked about her thoughts on gender 

roles, Mrs. Castillo replied, “I don't think there is any-

thing wrong with traditional gender roles, but there 

needs to be an understanding about their roles within 

the relationship.” Many people have these same views, 

but of course this subject matter brings up a variety of 

perspectives. The people taking the opposite side are 

sometimes referred to as feminists. Feminism looks at 

many other key points, not just gender roles, however. 

Additionally, views on gender roles vary by genera-

tion. 

Thus, I considered views on these roles from 

different generations to see how their views may vary. 

Sophomore Derek Medina, for example, responded 

with a more traditional view: “If they are not provid-

ing income for a family then they should be cooking 

and cleaning.” On the other hand,  Mr. Garcia believes 

that “there are no defined roles in a relationship. 

Times are different, and as a couple you both have to 

pitch in.” Looking at different generations’ points of 

view of women, Ms. Harlan says, “I don't fall for the 

stereotypical roles of a man and wife. I think the re-

sponsibilities should be shared evenly.” Senior  

Victoria Jaramillo’s thoughts were a variation on that 

theme: “The women should be able to support them-

selves, too, just as much as the man. There shouldn't 

be stereotypes because of something someone sees in 

the media.” 

 In conclusion, there are many different view-

points on this issue, but most would agree that times 

have changed. As Mr. Garcia says, “People still be-

lieve in gender roles? What is this, the 1950’s?”  That 

said, it should not be set in stone what the duties are in 

a relationship, but that is something that needs to be 

discussed within the relationship. 


